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Graphic Literature in the Classroom: The Investigation of Teacher Practices with Graphic
Literature as a Multiliteracies Framework in the English Secondary School Classroom
This qualitative study explored what and how teachers’ personal literacy teaching and
learning experiences informed their perceptions, beliefs, and attitudes of using comics in their
multiliteracies pedagogy. Specifically, I conducted a narrative inquiry methodology, which
included two, in-depth, one-on-one, semi-structured interviews per participant. Each interview
had a question protocol. Through purposive sampling, four secondary school English teachers
with more than 2 years experience were recruited. Interviews were to be face-to-face and inperson, but due to COVID-19 restrictions, all interviews took place virtually using Microsoft
Teams.
The central research question guided this research study is: How do teachers utilize
comics as part of a Multiliteracies theoretical framework to promote literacy in the secondary
English classroom? The following sub-questions guided the interview questions:
1. How and why do teachers engage in the process of Available Design, Design, and
Redesign when teaching comics?
2. In what ways do Overt Instruction, Situated Practice, Transformed Practice, and Critical
Framing inform teachers’ pedagogy while working with comics?
3. How is visual literacy used in relation to comics in the secondary classroom?
4. Why are teachers motivated to use a multiliteracies pedagogy? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of this theory put into practice?
Data collection and analysis included interview transcripts, photo elicitation, and document
analysis. The interview transcripts were member-checked for accuracy. Items used in photo
elicitation were collected from first interview and were to be included in the second interview as
part of interview questions. Items included teachers’ artifacts, such as lesson plans, or teacher-

created handouts, photos of relevant classroom areas, such as blackboards or bulletin boards, and
excerpts of graphic novels discussed during interviews. Lastly, document analysis included
teacher artifacts, and interview transcripts. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all data collected was
through electronic email. Transcripts, photo elicitation, and document analysis helped to
triangulate data results and findings. I am in the process of analyzing the data currently to write
up the Findings and Discussion chapter of the dissertation.

